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DOLELLAB, at 8 Cost of $1,000, wae | sential for an attsck upon’ Richmond, he or- boric Sr he ae beta 
0-da) ; dered him, on the 84 of August, to withdraw | deficient with ourselves: - 
s City Can his entire army ‘from’ the Peninsula ‘to 
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The veutesiuie outburst a saeaiisadele 
fested in the rebel Congress when news: was. 
received of President Lixcoun’s Emancipation 
Preclamatiop; ‘will “not easily be forgotten: 
Resolution after resolution was. introduced 
for the consideration of the body, each more 
violent than the. one. preceding it, but all 
breathing a desperate and volcanic excitement 
. that. threatened to’ ‘alter the whole aspect of 
the war by making it. one of. indiscriminate, 
unspazing and implacable slaughter. The 
black - flag was tobe raised: No quar- 
ter was.to be given. It. was to be.“war to the 
knife and the knife'to the hilt,” til! the South 
nerd Paprmpeccgegie adj os ct acd. 
defeat. - 

But the subsidence of. all this Pe OR 
as sudden as its rise: had been violent and | 
demonstrative. The resolutions, after. smould- 
ering a few days in the hands of a Committee, y Saring' a S . E 
were quietly extinguished, and the «whole } vane yal ‘b : 1 subject was held on M 
matter was referféd’ to. Jnvesnson Davis to. a i a ee | "jg. | 287 Inst; and-on that oscasion’s Comm 
take such action upon: it,,as in-his: judgment | of seventeen of our:most eminent: ci 


ved and referted. | at the same: time complete. | contiol 
Tne | Of: all the transports in ‘the James 
River. and Chesapeake Bay. On the 5th;he 
received. from Gen. MoCiziran & protest 
amber of | against this order, in which he argued with 

nd the) great warmth. against its wisdom, On. the 
6th, he replied to it. . Both documents are ap- 
pended to the Report, and.it must be univer- 
sally conceded that. Gen. Haturon’s reply, 
couched in calm and most respectful language, 
is a complete and overwhelming refutation of 
the arguments which Gen) McCrxtiaw had 
Offered: isistead of obedience to the order. of 
his superior. “It was not until the’ 14th. of 
August that Gen. MoCieL.in obeyed the order 
issued éleven days before, 

That. interval .of :eleven days was devoied 
by the'rebels to preparations for a movement 
“intended to crush ‘Gen. Pors.before he could 
be ‘reinforced by the Army of. the Potomac. 
Gen. Burnaipx, at Newport’s News, being or- 
dered on the Ist of Atgust’to ‘tratisfer his 
troops ‘to Aquia Oreek, landed . them there on 
the night of the 3d. The details of Gen. Porx’s 
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maneuvres, firs} to. detain the. rebels in | in this course than rebel politicians ordinarily |. , j and tl f RAS Baw Calas. an mate i 2 
their’ advance - until he. could be. joined | exhibit. Jurransow: Daviswas ‘left to treat [Memon interested in ee, 
MoCzz..an, and then to hold as :much | President. Lixco.n’s Proclamation in a purely : sy ere dtp andheds.; 
mast of the ground before. Washington as. he | military light, and.‘to exercise his discretion’ . ternoon at: Bega coce 
could, are deeply interesting, and bear testi- | as to the best: mode of ‘protection or retalie-"} ing down anon his head the fapting | tastier.” "We Tae, Se, 
mony fo the vigor and energy of Gen. Pors, | tion. tions of the civilized world. — ‘| one, and that alt me 
and to the ekill with which his movements, | yr. Davis has since made no sign by which | Tt js quite” possible that the men theempelves anxious 6 
when harassed by the enemy on every side, | we can anticipate. with certainty the course | Gen. MoNxm were. precisely ‘what: the Troy: ra See 
were planned and executed. The delay of | he “has: laid out for'the Confederate Govern- | Times describes ‘them—“ guerrillas, land pi- | “°F Praction! and 





Gen. McCixtiaw in ‘arriving made it neces- 


mént. Perhaps he deems it more dignified, | rates and outlaws of the basest sort,’ *—and 














sary to’ change his place of landing from 
Aquia Creek to Alexandria. Frr2-Jonn Ponran; 
“ for some unexplained reason,did not comply” 
with an order-of .Gen. Pors. directing ‘him to 
be at Bristow’s Station.on the 27th,—and his 
corps, therefore, aid not participate in the 


eon | battles of thé 28th and 29th, which.were the 


decisive engagements of this brief defensive 
campaign. Gen. Porr’s forces, however, sue- 
ceeded in escaping the destruction intended 
for ‘them, and fell within the defences of 
Washington. Upon this Gen. Hatiece makes 
the following comment : 

* Although this short’ and active campaign was, 
from causes already referred : to, less successful than 
we had reason to expect, it had accomplished the 
great and important object of covering the capital till 
troopa could be collected for its defence, Had the 
Army ofthe. Potomac arrived. a. few days earlier the 


rebel army could have been easily defeated and perhaps 


destroyed.” 

It'is for Gen: MoCxertiaw -to explain the 
reasons of his delay. .in obeying the order .of 
the 84 of August. He kneW its object.:—tie 
knéw the peril in which Pors would be placed 
by a movement of the rebels in-force against 
him :—and he must have known’ the absolute 
necessity of a vigorous and.rapid-transfer of 

in order to give him the succor and 

.' support required. ° For eleven days he made 
no attempt to obey. the command, and it was 

then ten more before he reached the point to 

which he had n’otdered.; In the absence 

of explanations it is not easy to reconcile this 

delay with his duty to his superior officer or 

“with. fidelity to the cause he .professed to 
serve. Whatever may have been its motive, 

this — saved the MnO PY tetany 
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‘guthe Proclamation is at most now merely-e 


thréat—a threat to punish rebellion if it be 


‘persisted in after the 1st of January next— 


not to reply by threatening back again, but to 
wait till the. dies ira, the day of wrath. ar- 
rives,; and then meet the. President of the 
United States in the spirit manifested by the 
rebel Congress; or in a worse one, if anything 
worse is possible outside’ of pandemonium. 
We say, this -may.be the course Mr. Davis" 
counsels gre taking. 
mated that’ a number of prominent Confed- 
erates, of once high position before the whole 
country, have writfen. an. earnest protest to 
Mr. Lincotw: and his Cabinet: against the 
policy of the Proclamation, and urged its 
withdrawal on grounds of highest humanity. 

But we doubt this altogether. .All. intelligent 
mefi of the South understand too well the 
temper of the Administration to suppose their. 
overtures would produce effect, ‘where the 
influence of the so-called.“ Conservatives” of 
the loyal States had failed.” Besides, they 
would haye anticipated -the reply of the apt 
and ready President, that the interests of 
“humanity” they professed ‘to have at heart 
would be effectually and instantly secured by 
the Southern’-Stafes grounding the arms of 
rebellion. ° - ; 

Mr. Davis evidently keeps: to himself the 
policy with which he means to. meet the 
President’s Emancipetion. measures . on the 
ist of January. In this he is .wise; for he 
wilh'not then be committed to a programme 
greater than he can perform. It would ‘te 

awkward if he had threatened to exchange no 
more after the firet of next year, 
rs ang aN th possession 
thereafter to be taken, if ‘a rat of the year 
| found bis: own capital and ‘a large ‘part of his | those 
army in Union pry But with alt his cnu- 


ieee. 


We have séon it ‘inti- |’ 


‘of the Government, notito fall into he 
and ‘take of supposing that it needs such au 


that as such they’ deserved death. But -it 
is-very certain that it was not for these} 
‘crimes that they -were- shot. Neither their 
character nor their infamous deeds had any- 
thing to do with their -execution. If Auxs- 
‘am had been. produced within. the specified. 
teri days; they would. have livedin spite:6f.} 
their crimes; and so far as appears, they. 
would have died for his. non-appearance, if 
their characters had. been perfectly spotless. 
Ee erste Sok pred emgy bee 
acter at all, was an act of professed retalia- 
tion, and as such we are bound to, judge it. 
Nor should we permit our righteous animosity 
against. the rebels to swerve us from a juat 
and « candid. jadgment... -If.it: wes not an 
act-of retaliation, “it was simply « killing, 


‘of'crime, of ten tt Andasan}' 
staf ll wo nti aan | 
jealtand-by ‘any renteient roles of wats 3.NF 5. 
any “which friends of the- Union 
cause would not be ashiaitied to quote... ‘There | 
was no proof, in the first place, that Arjguan 
had been murdered—he had simply disap- 
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ble for his fate ; no demand was made 

him: for his return, nor'is “thera thé al 
evidence that he ever knew of the ‘meaused | 
retaliation, .It.is impossible to, admit, for a | * 
moment, that retaliation Of ‘auy sort ‘cap be. 
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